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  Happy New Year!  I know it is late in the year for such 
well-wishes, but this is the first newsletter of the year.  For 
those to whom I have not spoken, thank you for entrusting the 
reins of the Lodge to my hands.  I will do my best to serve you 
in 2016.
 We have already had our installation ceremony, and 
it could not have gone smoother.  The installation team de-
serves another round of gratitude.  Thank you, Bruce and 
Loren!  Your 2016 officers also have our first stated meeting 
under their collective belt.  If you were not able to join us for 
our January meeting, you missed out.  Due to the Lodge of 
Sorrows, annual reports, budgets, etc.; the first meeting of the 
year is traditionally a long one.  The first meeting of 2016  was 
not an exception to that rule.  On this normally long meeting 
we even had a couple guest speakers.  One spoke about the 
Grand Lodge’s Wayfaring Man program to encourage broth-
ers to visit other lodges.  The other was part of the night’s 
LEO presentation, which was so entertaining the room forgot 
the meeting was approaching the two hour mark.  Your LEO, 
James Beavers, already has most of his presentations for the 
year planned.  If they are half as good as the first, I look for-
ward to them all.  Even with our guest speakers, we came in 
two minutes shorter than the previous year’s first meeting.
 The next event for our Lodge is a social night titled 
Cards and Caddyshack on January 28th.  This is following in 
the footsteps of our most immediate Past Master who took the 
initiative to make the Masonic Center a place where we can 
meet for fellowship outside the framework of Lodge business 
or ritual work.  The night will start with cards and snacks in 
the dining room at 6pm.  Around 7pm--or whenever enough 
people have finished their games--we will transition into the 
Lodge room for a screen of Bill Murray’s ad lib masterpiece, 
Caddyshack.  I hope this reaches everyone in time for this 
event.

A New Year

 Our annual Sweetheart’s Dinner will be on February 
21st at Mancini’s in St. Paul.  There is a social hour from 
5-6pm and dinner starts at 6pm.  Please RSVP on the Lodge’s 
website or by calling our Secretary.  Please come out and 
bring your significant other (if you have one).
 We will also have a bowling night on February 25th, 
but the exact details are TBD at the time of writing.  Please 
check the Lodge website for further details and to RSVP.
 Besides our stated meeting on the 11th of February, 
I believe this wraps up the lodge schedule for the coming 
month.  For the rest of the year we will continue to promote 
fraternal fellowship and attempt to engage our community 
with some charitable volunteer opportunities.  There are some 
tentative events on the calendar for the upcoming year, but 
I would love to hear from brothers who donate their time or 
have ideas about how our membership may best serve our fel-
low man.

Fraternally,
Terry Mallberg
Worshipful Master

Emma Norton Services

...continued on page 2...

 The weekend of February 20th and the 21st will be 
an active weekend for our Lodge.  As always, there is the 
Sweetheart’s Dinner on the 21st at Mancini’s, but we will also 
be participating in the Sponsor a Room program for Emma 
Norton Services and we are currently looking for volunteers.
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My History

 As we got older my sister got involved with a bunch 
of girls that my brother and I considered to be big sisters. 
We thought it strange that they wore those funny robes and 
came to figure out that it was a part of the wardrobe for Jobs 
Daughters. My brother and I then figured out that it was an or-
ganization for young ladies with Masonic ties, even though to 
us they were just events with a bunch of girls. We then started 
noticing a bunch of guys that are associating with the girls and 
figured there were a bunch of boyfriends that came to some 
of these fun events with the girls, and that’s when we figured 
out that they were part of DeMolay, a boy’s organization with 
Masonic ties as well. It was all just a bunch of fun for me as 
they always had interesting food to eat and I usually did not 
get in trouble for eating too many cookies back then.
 Then it was my turn. I came of age to become a De-
Molay member and went through the initiation degrees. Boy 
was that weird, but I learned my first lessons and was in-
volved in something in which I could enjoy brotherly friend-
ship and look forward to the meetings and events. I eventually 
became the Master Councilor in my chapter before joining 
the Army and parting ways. I had left my Masonic ties behind 
and started my life. Slowly I started getting the craving for 
that brotherly fellowship and started looking for a DeMolay 
chapter around me. This was when my father asked if I would 
like to join Lodge.
 My life as a Mason began. I was put through the de-
grees in a different state so there were some differences from 
Ancient Landmark 5. Down south, my home lodge would put 
a candidate through as fast as he could do the memorization 
work; however much time he needed was however much time 
he was given. The degrees did not have cycles as we have here 
in A.L. 5, but instead started when a candidate was elected to 
receive the degrees of Masonry.
 On June 26, 1997 I was nervous and anxious as we all 
have been on the day of our Entered Apprentice degree. All 
I remember was being led around the room with a blindfold 
on and lessons being taught and promises being made. I later 
learned about what I had promised when I started my memo-
rization work.
 On July 24, 1997 my proficiency in the Entered Ap-
prentice degree was tested and I was off to my Fellow Craft 
degree. There was more to remember, but my mind was filled 
with more light than I had previously throughout the long 
night.
 On August 14, 1997 I received my Master Mason de-
gree, and boy did that feel good. No rushing into memorizing 
a prove-up (although I did) and I couldn’t wait to see what it 
was that I had just gone through. It was awhile before I did get 
to see the degrees, but when I did it meant that much more to 
me.

 The first day will be allocated to cleaning and paint-
ing.  The second day will be for touch ups and decorating.  
The result will be a good work that provides a nice clean en-
vironment for a woman in need.  We will need 4 to 6 volun-
teers at any one time to avoid crowding.  Depending on the 
response, we may work in shorter shifts if needed.  If you are 
interested in volunteering some of your time to this project, 
email me at johnnietimm@gmail.com and you will be added 
to the roster.  We will begin work each day at 8 am and will 
continue until finished.
 From their website: ENR is geared toward women 
who are working towards self-sufficiency and independence. 
It is a safe, secure, sober environment for the transition be-
tween homelessness and permanent housing. ENR is a four-
story, dormitory-style residence complete with a laundry 
facility, full-service kitchen, self-service kitchenette, dining 
room, computer lab, four lounges, a parking lot, and two pa-
tios.
 By partnering with a case manager and support staff, 
residents individually set and work on short- and long-term 
goals towards achieving independence and self-sufficiency. 
During the period of transition, while remaining sober, taking 
part in self-improvement efforts, and actively participating in 
work, school or the community, women are welcome to reside 
at ENR for two years while working towards these goals.

Johnnie Timm
Senior Warden

Emma Norton Services... cont. from page 2

   As I start my journey through the 
chair in the south, I thought I should give a 
little background into myself. Some of it is 

known through the craft but there is a lot more to my masonic 
journey. I was introduced into my masonic journey when I 
was a young child of about 4 or 5 years old when I started 
getting dressed up and going to these very (for my age) bor-
ing Installations for Eastern Star as my mother had joined and 
was active. I had no idea what it was or how it came about in 
those times. I did know that when this installation was done 
that there was cake and punch afterwards. As I grew up I was 
gaining light and was figuring out what this was about and 
that my father was a Mason. As he was a pilot and was gone 
for work quite a bit, he was not very active in his lodge, al-
though I knew that the other gentlemen were also Masons and 
my little brother and sister were Masonic kids. We were going 
to picnics and barbeques and having fun with the other kids of 
Masonic parents.

...continued on page 3...
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My History... cont. from page 2
 Knowing that I am a Master Mason and for me more 
importantly that I am a third generation Mason always gives 
me a good feeling. Also knowing that there are brothers out 
there that always try and make a brother feel welcome is 
heartwarming.
 I am always looking forward to meetings for the fel-
lowship and looking forward to trying harder in doing a good 
job and improving myself in Masonry. With my endeavors 
and your assistance, it shall be done.

Fraternally,
Rique Beslin
Junior Warden

Upcoming Schedule
Thursday, Jan. 28th - Cards and Caddyshack
Thursday, Feb. 11th - Stated Meeting
Sunday, Feb. 21st - Sweetheart’s Dinner at Mancini’s
Thursday, Feb. 25th - Bowling Night
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