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TRADITIONS AND CHANGE
I’ve been thinking lately about
traditions. They offer an interesting glimpse into our lives
and our society. But why do some last for decades, while
others fade away after only a few years?
Masonry is full of traditions. We have traditions that
date back hundreds of years, like our three degrees, and
others that are much more recent, like One Day To Masonry.
This past week I attended three Masonic events, each of
which seems to have become a tradition to some extent or
another.
The first event this week was the annual table lodge to
honor the outgoing Grand Master of Masons of Minnesota.
The Grand Master’s table lodge is the youngest of the three
events, and I actually remember when it was first started in
2007, in no small part through the efforts of our own Worshipful Brother Todd Henderson. This table lodge is always
an interesting event, as it brings together the several lodges
of the St. Paul Masonic Center and really pushes us to work
with each other in order to make the event a success. Such
cooperation among lodges is surprisingly rare in Masonry
these days. One would think with constant pressure on our
resources, both manpower and financial, lodges would be
looking for more ways to work together to get stuff done.
Yet, combined lodge events are few and far between, with
individual lodges continuing to follow their own traditions,
similar as they may be to those of other lodges.
The second event this week was Bunco night. It is hard
to be a member of this lodge and not, at some point, have
played Bunco. What surprised me, however, was how long
this event has been going on. According to the Bunco babe
herself, this latest Bunco night was the 15th for the lodge,
which equates to roughly 8 years of Bunco. This has got to
put Bunco into the top 10 longest running lodge traditions
that are still active today.
The third event was the Osman Shrine Circus and ceremonial. I am a very new member of Osman and this was
my first time as a participant in the ceremonial (which is the
Shiner initiation ceremony). It also happened to be my first
time at the St. Paul Shrine Circus. Unfortunately, I wasn’t
able to stay and volunteer at the circus, but I was very im1
pressed to learn that the circus is in its 89th year in St. Paul.

I’m not sure how long it takes for something to officially
become a tradition, but I’m pretty sure 89 years sufficient.
One reason I think traditions have such long-lasting
appeal, particularly in Masonry is that they provide consistency and routine. There’s an old Masonic joke I hear on
occasion… “How many Masons it takes to change a light
bulb?” The answer/punch line to this is “CHANGE?!?!”
The implication, of course, being that Masons either don’t
know how to, or are afraid of change. I think this is true, to
a large extent, for most people. Change brings the unknown,
and that which is unknown, is often frightening.
Traditions, therefore, are nice, because we generally
know what to expect, since they happen over and over again
on a regular basis. They can also help us to maintain our core
ideals and transmit them from generation to generation. But,
change is also important, and although it is often scary, it can
also be exciting, refreshing and invigorating.
I am currently in the process of preparing myself for just
such a change. As I’m sure most of you know, I am graduate
student in the MBA program at the University of St. Thomas
in Minneapolis. I have been in the program now for nearly
four years, and school has become one of my traditions. I
quite literally plan my life around going to class twice a
week. In fact, I have been in school for so long that I’m not
sure I really remember what it is like to not be a student.
However, in mid May, I am finally, after all this time, graduating from St. Thomas and will no longer be a student.
Obviously, I’m excited to finally be finishing my degree and
am very much looking forward to having some free time on my
hands. Yet, at the same time, I’ve spent so many years in school
that I’m not ashamed to admit that I’m a little bit scared about
what life without it will be like. I only tell this story to demonstrate a point. Traditions are important and provide us with stability and historical significance, but change is equally important.
Yes, change is scary, but it is a necessary part of life. Without it,
we cannot grow or evolve as people, society or a species.
Masonry is a progressive science. How then are we supposed
to progress without being open to at least some small amount of
change? It is true that we do not want to undertake whimsical, unnecessary or foolhardy change, but we must be open to new ideas,
suggestions, and ways of doing things so that we as men, Masons
and a fraternity can progress.
Fraternally,
Keith Reierson, Master

The 2012 Class of Entered Apprentices
On Marth 15th Ancient Landmark Lodge welcomed 10
new brothers into the Fraternity. They will complete the
begining part of their Masonic journey on Saturday June 8th
when the Lodge conferes the Master Mason’s Degree.

What is Charity?

Or a better question might be: what does charity have to
do with Freemasonry? The answer to this question may be
all in the viewpoint you have of charity. In our lectures on
the degrees of Freemasonry, charity seems to play an important role in our fraternity. In fact, it can be debated that
charity is the focal point of our Fraternity. For some of us,
charity is about those who have fallen on hard times, receiving some form of aid to help them get back upon their feet.
We think about the Red Cross or United Way, or even our
own Minnesota Masonic Foundation, and the good works
these organizations do for others. But what role does charity
play for us as individual Freemasons?
If you believe that Freemasonry is about “taking good
men and making them better,” how then does a person or
family who is down on their luck, receiving aid from the Red
Cross or United Way make a man a better person who has no
apparent connection to the act of charity? A close examination of the word itself may help us better understand the role
charity plays in our fraternity.
One of the many definitions by Webster; “Charity” is a
“kind, gentle, or compassionate treatment, especially towards someone who is undeserving of it”. It would appear
from this definition that charity is more about the giver than
the receiver. Perhaps the key here is the kind and gentle
treatment of others in need without judging them or the
circumstances which have befallen them. This has important
lessons to teach us in all our interactions with others.
Looking at related words you find words like humanitarianism, philanthropy; empathy, understanding; and there are
many more. All seem related to the giver, not the receiver.
In the final analysis, it is clear that charity does play a
very important role in our fraternity and has valuable lessons
to teach us on our journey to becoming that better person
Freemasonry wants us all to be.
Bruce Sherman, L.E.O.

Front row: Adam Peterson, Robert Hoven, WM Joe Amos, Richard Hugley, and Sean Smith
Back row: Kenyata Arradondo, Eric Jokinen, John Mott, Gary Hoven, Ted
Johnson, Trevor McDonough
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The Order of DeMolaywas started with the intention of
helping a young man and his friends, to give them something
to help them structure their lives. Louis Lower was a seventeen year old who lost his father, Elmer E. Lower, a FellowCraft Mason, and was introduced to Frank S. Land in Kansas
City, MO. Frank Land was asked to help Louis in getting
a job, during which they got to know a little bit about each
other, and Frank suggested that Elmer bring some friends
to the Lodge. On February 19, 1919, Louis showed up with
eight of his friends: Ralph Sewell, Elmer Dorsey, Edmund
Marshall, Jerome Jacobson, William Steinhilber, Ivan Bentley, Gorman McBride, and Clyde Stream. Then, they started
talking about forming a club, having meetings, and deciding
what the name of the club should be. After much discussion,
the boys asked Frank Land what he thought. He replied:
“This year I am serving as the head of one of the Masonic
Groups. I am the Commander for the DeMolai (sic) Council of Kadosh. There are many names and stories directly
connected with Masonry, but I think I should tell you about
the last leader of the Knights Templar. His name was Jacques
DeMolay or as they say in history books, James of Molay" .
Thus, the organization was born.

Part Two - Purpose

Like Carmen, her dad is suffering in his own right. He is
recovering from major melonma surgery on his neck, which
has left him with a scar from his hairline down to his shoulder. I could tell he was in pain; even the Vicodan wasn’t
working. Life was also wearing on him heavely. Somehow
in the midst of all that, in the middle of the ocean, upon that
ship, we’re all having the time of our lives. The laughter
was contagious and spontaneous. Things as small as posing
for ship photographers and screwing up the photos became
our quest for fun. Some of the photos were even goofy
enough that they came home with us. It was a trip of a lifetime. I somehow knew I was suppose to be there, enjoying
and sharing this great moment in life, supporting family and
our friendships at the same time.
We never said goodbye when we got off the ship as this
journey is just beginning for all of us.
Every day is a journey. Whether it be chance or a moment with a “greater power,” we must remember that every
path crossed is an opportunity to fulfill our purpose in life.
Doug Kuchera, Secretary

Life has given me many great rewards: chances, to help
others, and opportunities to be there when others needed my
support. Having that connection in our lives and staying the
course is just one more pathway of enlightment. Just maybe
it wasnt Lady Luck, but a devine intervention that has helped
me and a few others along the way.
When my son was four, we traveled to Jamacia on vacation. The resort had a wonderful pool that would interest
any child and keep them entertained. As I watched my son
play in the pool, a young toddler across from me caught my
attention. His mother and father were in deep conversation,
completely distracted from their own son. I watched as he
quitely and accidently slipped into the pool. Not a sound. I
watched for a tense minute or two for the parents to react.
With no reaction coming, I covered 30 feet in a flash and
had the young boy, pulling him safely to the pool deck. I
can still see him looking toward his parents for perhaps his
BBQ
last time, unable to say anything. What would have been the
The Lodge Barbeque hosted by Boots and Ron Larson is approachoutcome had I not looked away from my own sons play that
ing. It will be taking place on Saturday July 21, 2012. You have
moment that day at that pool?
your choice of steak or chicken. Please bring a dish to share, some
A few years ago, the group that I scuba dive with came
silverware, and a lawn chair. If you have a friend or relative that
up to my lake place for a get-together. We are all Pro
might be interested in Masonry, this a great opportunity to introduce them to your Lodge Brethren in a fun, relaxed environment.
Divemasters or Asistant Instructors and are well trained in
There is no cost for the BBQ, but we do need a head count and
water and dive rescue. As we sat on the deck having lunch,
your choice of steak or chicken.
a ski boat on the lake over-turned, throwing an entire famPlease RSVP to rsvp@ancientlandmark5.com or through the
ily in the water. We jumped into action, each of us knowing
Lodge website by Friday July 13, 2012. Or call the Lodge at 651what we needed to do. One of the children was not wear222-2643.
ing a life vest and was “porposing” one that was. The Mom
Time: TBD
was in shock; the Dad had a nasty cut on his head, was not
Golf Tournament
coherent, and had no life jacket on. Someone was going to
This year’s Lodge golf tournament will be held on Saturday, Audrown without our training kicking in like a second nature.
gust 11th at Goodrich Golf Course in St. Paul. Registration begins
We rescued the family, saving one person from drowning,
at 9am, and the first group tees off at 9:30am. Format is a 4-person
scramble. The cost for the event is $45 per person and includes
if not two. Distressed onlookers had lined up at the shore,
golf, cart, prizes, and lunch. Reserve your place today through the
applauding as we brought the family in battered, cut, and
RSVP page on the Lodge website.
shocked, but still alive. What were the odds that we would
be there, all of us, with our training and backgrounds? If any
2012 Lodge Calendar
one of us had not been there that day, I cannot comfortably
(All events are at the St Paul Masonic Center unless specifically
say the results would have been the same.
stated otherwise)
Spending the week cruising the Caribean with the Cuz,
his wife, and daughter has brought me again one step closer
Thursday, May 10th @6:00 p.m. Stated Meeting
to seeing purpose in life. There was no question just being
Saturday, June 9th @9:00 a.m.
Third Degree
there for them was huge. The emotions came high like the
Thursday, June 14th @6:00 p.m. Stated Meeting
Saturday, July 21st @[time???}
Lodge BBQ
waves of the ocean as the Cuz helped his daughter Carmen
Saturday, August 11th @9:00 a.m. Lodge Golf Tournament
complete her “bucket list.” I sat there one night looking at
Thursday, September 13th @6:00 p.m.
Stated Meeting
her, knowing she has some great months left before life beThursday,
September
27th
@6:00
p.m.
First Degree
gins to wear on her. That week, she was active, did a bunch
Thursday, October 11th @6:00 p.m.
Stated Meeting &
of snorkling, took part in a dolphin encounter, and used all of
Awards Night
her energy to keep up. She was a great inspriration to every- 3
Thursday, October 25th @6:00 p.m.
Second Degree
one, inspiring all to have the right attitude in life.
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